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S.  1335 


Entitled  tlie  "'Militaiy  Retiiee  Health  Cai-e  Act  of  1999' 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

July  1.  1999 

Mr.  ASHCROFT  inti-odiieed  the  follownngr  bill:  which  was  read  t^\^ce  and 
referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Finance 


A  BILL 

Entitled  the  "Militar>^  Retiree  Health  Care  Act  of  1999". 

1  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

2  tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assemhUd, 

3  SECTION  1.  AUTHORITY  TO  EXPAND  AND  EXTEND  MEDI- 

4  CAKE        SUBVENTION  DEMONSTRATION 

5  PROJECT  FOR  MILITARY  RETIREES;  INFOR- 

6  MATION     REGARDING  MEDICARE+CHOICE 

7  AND  MEDIGAP  PROTECTIONS. 

8  (a)  In  Gexeilvl.— Section  1896  of  the  Social  Secu- 

9  rity  Act  (42  U.S.C.  1395ggg)  is  amended  by  adding  at 

10  the  end  the  following: 

11  "(1)  AUTIIOKITY  To  EXI'AND  AND  EXTEND  DEM- 

12  ()NST1L\TI()N  PKO.IECT. — 


2 

1  "(1)  In  Gexeilvl.— Subject  to  para^aphs  (2) 

2  and  (3),  the  administering  Secretaries  may  expand 

3  and  extend  the  demonstration  project  if  such  Secre- 

4  taries  determine  that — 

5  "(A)  the  expansion  and  extension  of  the 

6  project  would  be  beneficial  to  medicare-eligible 

7  military^  retirees  and  dependents;  and 

8  "(B)  the  requirements  with  respect  to  the 

9  project  are  being  met  on  the  date  of  the  deter- 

10  mination  and  will  continue  to  be  met  if  the 

11  project  is  expanded  and  extended  pursuant  to 

12  this  subsection. 

13  "(2)  Time  for  determination. — The  deter- 

14  mination  regarding  the  expansion  and  extension  of 

15  the  demonstration  project  pursuant  to  paragraph  (1) 

16  shall  be  made  between  July  1,  1999,  and  Januar>^ 

17  1,  2000. 

18  "(3)  Applicvble  ri  les  for  expansion  and 

19  EXTENSION. — If  the  administering  Secretaries  deter- 

20  mine  pursuant  to  paragraph  (1)  to  expand  and  ex- 

21  tend  the  demonstration  project,  the  following  rules 

22  shall  apph^  to  such  expansion  and  extension: 

23  "(A)  Expansion  of  sites. — The  number 

24  of  demonstration  project  sites  may  be  expanded 

25  by  the  administering  Secretaries  from  no  more 
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than  6  sites  (pursuant  to  subsection  (b)(2))  to 
no  more  than  15  sites,  with  such  additional 
sites  to  be  designated  jointly  by  the  admin- 
istering Secretaries  after  re\'iew  of  all 
TRICAKE  regions. 

"(B)  Duration  of  extension. — 

"(i)  In  geneilvl. — Subject  to  clause 
(ii),  the  administering  Secretaries  may  ex- 
tend the  duration  of  the  demonstration 
project  under  subsection  (b)(4)  by  1  or  2 
years. 

"(ii)  Llmitation. — The  administering 
Secretaries  may  not  extend  the  duration  of 
the  project  pursuant  to  clause  (i)  unless 
the  administering  Secretaries  expand  the 
project  pursuant  to  subparagraph  (A)  to 
include  at  least  7  sites. 
"(C)  Remsion  of  opeilvting  agree- 
siEST. — Not  later  than  30  days  after  the  date 
that  the  administering  Secretaries  determine  to 
expand  and  extend  the  demonstration  project 
pursuant  to  this  subsection,  the  administering 
Secretaries  shall — 
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1  "(i)  re^^se  the  a^eement  entered  into 

2  under  subsection  (b)(1)  to  reflect  such  ex- 

3  pansion  (and  extension,  if  appHcable);  and 

4  .  "(ii)  submit  a  copy  of  the  revised 

5  agreement  to  the  committees  of  Congress 

6  vn.th  jurisdiction  over  the  demonstration 

7  project. 

8  The  revised  agreement  shall  include  a  detailed 

9  description  of  the  rationale  behind  the  deter- 

10  mination  by  the  administering  Secretaries  to  ex- 

1 1  pand  (and  extend,  if  applicable)  the  demonstra- 

12  tion  project  pursuant  to  this  subsection. 

13  "(D)  Cai^  ox  .uiorxT  of  keimbuhse- 

1 4  MEXTS. — 

15  "(i)  ExPAXSiox  OF  SITES. — If  the  ad- 

16  ministering  Secretaries  determine  pursuant 

17  to  subparagraph  (A)  to  expand  the  number 

18  of  demonstration  project  sites,  the  admin- 

19  istering  Secretaries  may  revise  the  max- 

20  imum  amount  to  be  reimbursed  under  sub- 

21  section  (i)(4)(C)  for  calendar  year  2000. 

22  "(ii)  ExTEXsiox  of  dfilvtiox. — If 

23  the  duration  of  the  demonstration  project 

24  is  extended  under  this  subsection  to  any 

25  calendar  year  beginning  after  2000,  the 
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1 

aggregate  amount  to  be  reimbursed  under 

2 

subsection  (i)  for  such  year  pursuant  to 

3 

the  agreement  entered  into  between  the  ad- 

4 

ministering  Secretaries  under  subsection 

5 

(b)  and  revised  pursuant  to  subparagraph 

6 

(C)  shall  not  exceed  an  amount  determined 

7 

appropriate  by  the  administering  Secre- 

8 

taries. 

9 

"(E)     EV.VLUATIOX     AND     REPORTS  BY 

10 

Comptroller    Gexer^-vl. — If    the  admin- 

11 

istering  Secretaries  extend  the  duration  of  the 

12 

demonstration  project  under  this  subsection, 

13 

the  Comptroller  General  of  the  United  States 

14 

shall  continue  to  perform  all  evaluations  and 

15 

submit  aU  reports  required  under  this  section 

16 

during   the   period   that   the  demonstration 

17 

project  is  operating  by  reason  of  such  extension, 

18 

except  that  the  final  report  required  to  be  sub- 

19 

mitted  pursuant  to  subsection  (k)(l)  shall  be 

20 

submitted  by  not  later  than  6  months  after  the 

21 

date  that  the  demonstration  project  ends. 

22 

"(F)     Terms    and    conditions  of 

23 

PROJECT. — ^All  terms  and  conditions  for  oper- 

24 

ating  the  demonstration  project  under  this  sec- 

25 

tion  shall  apply  to  any  expansion  and  extension 
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1  of  the  demonstration  project  pursuant  to  this 

2  subsection. 

3  "(m)       IXFOR^L\TIOX       REG.VRDIXG  MEDICARE 

4  +  Choice  and  Medigap  Protections. — 

5  "(1)  In  general. — The  administering  Secre- 

6  taries  shall  take  all  appropriate  steps  necessary  in 

7  order  to  provide  medicare-eligible  militarj'  retirees 

8  and  dependents  participating  in  the  demonstration 

9  project  with  information  regarding  the  applicable 

10  statutory  protections  for  such  retirees  and  depend- 

1 1  ents  who  no  longer  participate  in  the  demonstration 

12  project. 

13  "(2)  Applic^vble  statutory  protections. — 

14  For  purposes  of  paragraph  (1),  the  term  'applicable 

15  statutory  protections'  means  protections  regarding — 

16  "(A)  open  enrollment  periods  for  enroll- 

17  ment  in  Medicare + Choice  plans  under  section 

18  1851(e)  that  are  applicable  to  such  retirees  and 

19  dependents;  and 

20  "(B)  enrollment  protections  for  medicare 

21  supplemental  pohcies  under  section  1882(s) 

22  that  are  applicable  to  such  retirees  and  depend- 

23  ents.". 

24  (b)  Cilvnge  in  Date  for  Submission  of  Report 

25  Ox  Extension  and  Exiwnsion  of  De.monstilvtion 
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1  Project. — Section  1896(k)(2)  of  the  Social  Security  Act 

2  (42  U.S.C.  1395ggg(k)(2))  is  amended— 

3  (1)  in  the  matter  preceding  subparagraph  (A), 

4  by  striking  "Not  later  than  6  months  after  the  date 

5  of  the  submission  of  the  final  report  by  the  Comp- 

6  troller  General  of  the  United  States  under  para- 

7  graph  (1)"  and  inserting  "Not  later  than  January  1, 

8  2001"; 

•9  (2)  in  subparagraph  (A),  by  inserting  "beyond 

10  any  expansion  carried  out  under  this  section  pursu- 

1 1  ant  to  subsection  (1)"  after  "could  be  expanded"; 

12  (3)  in  subparagraph  (B),  by  inserting  "beyond 

13  any  extension  carried  out  under  this  section  pursu- 

14  ant  to  subsection  (1)"  after  "demonstration  project"; 

15  and 

16  (4)  in  subparagraph  (C),  by  inserting  "beyond 

17  any  extension  or  expansion  carried  out  under  this 

18  section  pursuant  to  subsection  (1)"  before  the  period 

19  at  the  end. 

O 
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